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F R O M T H E CY F F CHAIR
2021 has been another interesting year to say the least. Being home
more and not travelling has given us more time to reflect and focus on

the important things in life. It has also given us an opportunity to create meaningful connections
virtually.

On behalf of the board and the CYFF staff I would sincerely like to thank you for joining us for the

2022 virtual conference! We’re hopeful that we will be able meet in person next year. I hope you

Justin
Williams
CYFF
CHAIR

enjoy the sessions we have planned, as always if you have questions or want to know more about
CYFF reach out to any of the board members or staff. Please stay safe and we look forward to
seeing you in person hopefully in the not so distant future!
		

Justin Williams

		

CYFF Chair

@cyff_cyifarm

www.cyff.ca
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NOTE:
All times listed
are Eastern
Standard Time
(EST)
via Zoom

National
Conference
CONGRÈS
NATIONAL

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2022

Sponsored by EGG FARMERS OF CANADA

7:00 p.m. CYFF Welcome
7:05 p.m. Farming Under Pressure – Mark Brock
8:05 p.m. Break
8:15 p.m. Celebrating Ag – Michele Payn
9:15 p.m. CYFF Closing Remarks; Networking / Social

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2022

Sponsored by RBC

7:00 p.m. RBC Presentation
7:30 p.m. Practical Advice for Financial Success – Kevin Hursch
8:30 p.m. Break
8:35 p.m. Farm Your Numbers Finalist Presentations
9:15 p.m. RBC Farm Your Numbers Grand Prize Recipient Announcement
9:30 p.m. CYFF Closing Remarks; Networking / Social

THURSDAY, MARCH 3, 2022

Sponsored by FCC AND CHICKEN FARMERS OF CANADA

2:00 p.m. Succession Planning – Annessa Good and Merle Good
Break
7:00 p.m. Are You Exposed? Planning for Risk – Patsy Hewitt / Peter Mannes
8:00 p.m. When Stress Is More Than a Season – Lesley Kelly
9:00 p.m. CYFF Closing Remarks; Networking / Social

THURSDAY, MARCH 10, 2022
10:00 a.m. Resiliency for Agriculture – Michele Payn
11:50 a.m. Relationship Building Online – Kendall Ballantine
12:50 p.m. CYFF Closing Remarks

@cyff_cyifarm

www.cyff.ca

4

Canadian Young Farmers Forum

@CYFF

P r ese n t a t i o n H i g h l i g h t s
Farming Under Pressure

MARK BROCK
Mark Brock farms near Hensall, Ontario, where he and his

Learn ways to mitigate some of the pressures we feel on

the farm (financial, personal, or other) through various

wife Sandi run a grain and oilseed operation and produce

techniques, including:

lambs for the Ontario red meat market. Mark is a life-long

• Developing a strategic plan that helps clearly identify

farmer who studied Agronomy at the University of

the direction for the farm and your role within it

Guelph before coming home to sell seed for

• Accessing one’s strengths and weakness

ten years and manage the family’s grain and

• Identifying a direction for you on the farm that

oilseed operation D&D Brock Farms Ltd. for

harnesses your strengths

13 years. In 2012, Sandi and Mark branched

• Taking time to focus on personal development

off to own and operate Shepherd Creek

in both areas of interest and those of weakness

Farms Ltd., a dream for both of them. From

• Not being afraid to get help, especially from

2010 to 2019, Mark was involved with the Grain

professionals

Farmers of Ontario as director representing Perth

• Finding a mentor that you can lean on to help you

County (District 9). During his nine years on the board, he

through the tougher times

served 8 years on the board’s executive 3 of which as chair

and personality types of the people you work with

Nuffield scholarship from 2019 to 2021, travelling the world

• Taking time to understand the communication styles

for the organization. More recently, Mark just completed a

• Separating family time from business hours

Celebrating Ag

studying Farmer to Farmer Collaborations.

michele payn, csp
Michele Payn connects the people and science of food and

Celebrate the people, promise and passion in all sizes and
shapes of agriculture.

farming as principal of Cause Matters Corp. She is known for
being a community catalyst, a passionate advocate for global

Resiliency for
Agriculture

agriculture - and touching hearts to move minds. Michele

has worked with farmers in more than 25 countries,
raised over $5 million in sponsorships for agriculture

education and founded AgChat and FoodChat on

Find hope, humor, and healing in protecting

Twitter. She is the author of three books: Food Bullying,

your mental health through the storms

an IPPY gold medal winner; Food Truths from Farm to

shaking the agricultural business. Gain

Table, an IPPY bronze medal winner; and No More Food

perspective on how to change the stigma about

Fights!. She also hosts the Food Bullying podcast. Michele’s

prioritizing self-care, asking for help, and having the

degrees are in Agricultural Communications and Animal

tough conversations.

Science from Michigan State University. She has earned the

Certified Speaking Professional designation, awarded to less

than 10% of professional speakers globally. She resides with
her ‘city slicker’ husband and cow-loving daughter on a small
farm in central Indiana. She enjoys Registered Holsteins, the

MSU Spartans, and making memories with friends around
the table. Michele connects farms and food, brains and

behavior, at www.causematters.com and socially through @
mpaynspeaker.

@cyff_cyifarm

www.cyff.ca
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Presentation Highlights
Practical Advice for Financial Success

kevin hursh, PAg

Financial misconceptions and miscalculations can trump

Kevin Hursh is one of the country’s leading agricultural

and working with farmers, including young farmers

Kevin and his wife Marlene run Hursh Consulting &

the hard work and passion of young farmers. After talking

commentators. He is an agrologist, journalist and farmer.

over many years as well as making his own farm

Communications based in Saskatoon. They also own and

financial mistakes, Kevin Hursh has advice

operate a farm near Cabri in southwest Saskatchewan

on risk management, business structure,

growing a wide variety of crops. Hursh Farms specializes

marketing, succession, machinery investment

in specialty crops while working with adjacent cattle

and a wide range of other topics.

producers for mutual benefit. Kevin writes a weekly

column for The Western Producer and serves as

executive director for the Canary Seed Development

Commission of Saskatchewan and the Inland Terminal

Association of Canada (ITAC).

Succession Planning

ANNESSA GOOD

|

MERLE GOOD

How are you preparing to rise to the
challenge of being an integral player in your
family farm succession plan?

difficult process easier. She is currently going through her

family farm transition.

the transfer of a business, while estate planning is the transfer

own succession rollercoaster with her own family’s farm, and

she applies her personal experience with succession plan-

This presentation will focus on two major issues facing

ning to her consulting. Her motto for clients, “Succession is

1.	Considerations for mutually agreeing and

of assets before and after death. Transition is a combination

documenting the 4 C’s of transfer of management:

of both and is proactive rather than reactive.” Prior to join-

• Control (decision making authority)

ing FCC, Annessa worked at GRS Consulting Ltd., her fam-

• Character (Personality/family relationships)

ily’s succession planning consulting company. She attended

• Capacity (Ambition/skills)

Mount Royal University and received a business degree, with

• Communication (Sharing and Trust)

honours, specializing in supply chain management.

2.	The potential financial consequences to the operating
business due to asset distributions through the senior

Merle Good, GRS Consulting Ltd., gradu-

Without clarity in these two areas, expectations may not

B.S.C. degree in Agriculture Economics.

generation’s estate plan.

ated from the University of Alberta with a

align, and communication suffers. Join father/daughter

Merle worked for over 30 years as the Al-

duo Merle and Annessa Good as they share their personal

berta Provincial Farm Tax Specialist. This

insights into intergenerational family farm transition.

expertise combined with hundreds of cli-

Attend this session to learn how various strategies can

ent consultations operating as GRS Consult-

proactively help address these two elephants in

ing with his wife, Peggy, has created a unique

the room.

combination of skills and insights. In 2021 GRS

Consulting pivoted away from one-on one private con-

Annessa Good, Agriculture Transition Spe-

sultations to providing their expertise through educa-

cialist, specializes in transition conversations,

tional opportunities such as webinars, seminars and ar-

focusing on sharing unique business struc-

ticles. Their motto is “Succeeding in Succession”. Merle

tures, family dynamics, estate planning pro-

and Peggy continue to own and operate a multi-genera-

cesses and innovative tools that can make this

@cyff_cyifarm

tional family farm near Cremona, Alberta.

www.cyff.ca
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P r ese n t a t i o n H i g h l i g h t s
Are You Exposed? Planning for Risk in 2022!
Patsy Hewitt, CPA, CMA, Partner & Business Advisor
Peter Manness, PAg, Farm Management Consultant
The extreme risk facing producers today has brought both

helping clients solve their operational problems so they can

include risk management planning as part of the annual

profitable. Peter was designated a Professional Agrologist

opportunity and threats. Now more then ever we need to

become stronger farm managers and stay competitive and

review process. Just like two raincoats don’t keep your feet dry

(P. Ag) in 2004 after completing a Bachelor of Science in

in a storm, more insurance that covers the same risk doesn’t

Agribusiness at the University of Manitoba. Peter grew up on

always help you. Understanding your exposure and how to

a mixed farm near Domain, Manitoba.

effectively layer your risk management options to maximize

Patsy Hewitt, CPA, CMA, is a Partner and Business

coverage for the farm is critical. Join Patsy Hewitt and Peter
Manness as they discuss MNP’s approach to building a better

Advisor with MNP’s Assurance and Accounting

risk management plan.

group. Working out of the Brandon, Neepawa
and Minnedosa offices, Patsy helps clients

Peter Manness, PAg, is a Business Advisor in MNP’s

in the agriculture and commercial sectors

Farm Management Consulting group. Working throughout

with all aspects of their operations so they

Manitoba, Peter delivers management consulting services

can achieve continued success. Drawing

and helps implement solutions on a wide range of issues

on more than 15 years of experience, Patsy

for primary agricultural producers, agricultural
industry

organizations

and

prepares and reviews financial statements,

producer

consults on business operations and profitability

groups including Hutterite Colonies. With

and helps with the sale of businesses, tax planning and

over 10 years of industry experience,

compliance and estate planning. She is very involved with

agricultural production; he understands

as well as their annual assurance requirements. Patsy gets

Peter

has

firsthand

knowledge

of

clients, allowing her to meet their day-today advisory needs

the challenges the agriculture sector

to know clients and their family situations so she can deliver

faces today and can quickly identify

solutions tailored to their unique challenges and goals.

opportunities. His services include business

Her clients include family farm operations, corporate farm

and strategic planning, farm financial planning,

operations, Hutterite colonies, individuals and commercial

operational and production reviews, feasibility analysis, farm

businesses in various industries. Patsy earned her Diploma

transition planning and cost of production analysis. Peter

in Accounting from Palliser Business Institute in 1997 and is

works closely with clients to deliver solutions tailored to help

a Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA), qualifying as a

them meet their business and personal goals. He takes pride in

@cyff_cyifarm

www.cyff.ca

Certified Management Accountant (CMA) in 2004.
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P r ese n t a t i o n H i g h l i g h t s
When Stress is More Than a Season

Lesley Kelly

Farming can be both a rewarding and demanding

Lesley Kelly actively farms with her family at Watrous,

and mounting stress. As farmers, we know how

is the head and heart behind the alias High Heels & Canola

occupation where farmers experience highs and lows

Saskatchewan. A marketer by trade and entrepreneur, Lesley

to recognize stress in our livestock, crops,

Fields where she dispels myths about agriculture and brings

and equipment. But do we know how to

consumers and farmers together. She learned of the

recognize when stress is too much for us

disconnect while building a snack food company using the

and what we can do to help get through

grain grown on her farm. Lesley’s goal in being involved

those stressful times? Lesley will share 5 tips

in agriculture beyond the farm is to build community and

of weathering the S.T.O.R.M and the things

connection that help both the industry and consumers.

she’s learned that have helped her family and

Lesley has been a leader in advocating for mental health

farm learn the calm through the chaos.

in agriculture. She has been part of the national Bell Let’s
Talk campaign and co-founded the Do More Agriculture

Foundation whose mission is to break barriers, support all

farmers in taking care of their mental well-being and bring

much needed resources to the industry. She was recognized
by the Regina YWCA with the Women of Distinction award
for this work. She is also is a Director for Sask Wheat and

Farm and Food Care Saskatchewan and when Lesley isn’t in
the field, you can find her running to the hockey rink with

her boys, taking pictures, going for a run on country roads,
learning how to cook for a harvest crew and spending time
with her husband.

Relationship Building Online

Kendall Ballantine

These days, having an online presence to support your

At 27 years old, Kendall Ballantine shook up life as she

just show up on social media, you need to build

life on the farm. As a first generation farmer and the owner of

business is more important than ever but it’s not enough to

knew it and traded in her high-paying corporate career for a

strong relationships within your community

Central Park Farms in Langley, she’s made it her goal to help

to convert followers into paying customers

develop support around Canadian agriculture. Now in

and supporters of your industry. During

their 7th year in business, Central Park Farms specializes

this presentation you will learn 5 tangible

in free range chicken, pasture raised pork, and grass fed

skills to implement into your business to

beef, selling direct-to-consumers completely online. In

help you increase revenue and build lasting

2018, Kendall was awarded the Under 40 Business Person

support in your community. From social

of the Year award from the Greater Langley Chamber of

media to email marketing, you’ll walk away with

Commerce and in 2021 she opened her latest venture

Plus we’ll cover how to safeguard your business against a

farmers throughout North America and Europe giving them

new information to apply to your marketing today.

Marketing For Farmers where she coaches and mentors

wave of changes facing farmers online.

@cyff_cyifarm

www.cyff.ca

the tools to grow their agricultural businesses online.
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Here’s an idea
that works just as
hard as you do.

Score a Skid Steer
We know that being a producer takes a lot of work.
Let RBC help those long days run just a bit more smoothly.
You could win an S450 Bobcat Skid Steer Loader with
the Score a Skid Steer Contest.

Enter now at scoreaskidsteer.com
No purchase necessary. Open to age of majority residents of Canada and who are recognized by the Sponsor as Agricultural Producers or employees of Agricultural Producers. Starts January 25, 2022 at 10:00 AM ET and ends June 15, 2022 at 5:00 PM ET. One (1) prize available, consisting of a S450 T4 V2 Bobcat Skid-Steer
Loader with a P10 Performance Package and a 56” Standard Duty Bucket - Bolt-On Cutting Edge (total ARV $54,933.90 CAD). Limit of one (1) entry per person. Odds
depend on number of eligible entries. Math skill-testing question required. Full rules and entry details at https://rbcagriculture.limelightplatform.com/rules.

@cyff_cyifarm

www.cyff.ca
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DREAM. GROW. THRIVE.

You have a vision
We can help you
achieve it
If you’re a farmer under 40, we have
the financing and resources to help
move your business forward.
Learn more at
fcc.ca/YoungFarmer

@cyff_cyifarm

www.cyff.ca
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Canadian
chicken
farmers
are here for
Canadians.
No matter the challenge,
farmers will continue to help
feed Canadian communities.

chickenfarmers.ca
@TheInsideCoop
@the.inside.coop

Hill Times ad Feb 2022 - full page.indd 2

@cyff_cyifarm

www.cyff.ca
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“

I know that when I invest in

a Kexxtone™ bolus, they’re

getting the same amount of
monensin into their system every

day regardless of heat, weather
and feeding time.”

Kyle Macleod

100

Darcroft Farms | Embro, Ontario

Milking Cows

Kexxtone is approved as an aid in the prevention
of ketosis and subclinical ketosis*.
Ask your veterinarian how Kexxtone can ensure your
cows receive a consistent monensin dosage each day,
to help prevent ketosis and set your cows up for success.
Individual farm results may vary.
Elanco.ca
*Canadian label claim
Kexxtone, Elanco and the diagonal bar are trademarks of Elanco or its affiliates. ©2021 Elanco PM-CA-21-0218

@cyff_cyifarm

www.cyff.ca
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Egg Farmers of Canada is
a proud sponsor of the

Canadian Young Farmers’ Forum
Visit eggfarmers.ca/newsletter to subscribe to our newsletter.
Connect with us:
Facebook.com/eggsoeufs

EggFarmersofCanada

@eggsoeufs

@eggsoeufs

@cyff_cyifarm

www.cyff.ca
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Advance Payments
Program

Programme de
paiements anticipés

#CYiFarm
P RO F ILE S
BIO

G

RA

P

HIE

S

Check out #CYiFarm young farmer
profiles on the CYFF website

www.cyff.ca/cyifarm

www.cyff.ca/selfcare
Watch for weekly #selfcaresunday
posts on CYFF social media accounts
@cyff

cyff_cyifarm

Canadian Young Farmers Forum
@cyff_cyifarm

www.cyff.ca
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2012 Energizing Farm Leaders of Today for Tomorrow
Conference and AGM – February 2012, Halifax, NS

2013 Inspiring Innovation
Conference and AGM – March 2013, Ottawa, ON

@cyff_cyifarm

www.cyff.ca

15

Canadian Young Farmers Forum

@CYFF

2014 Growing Connections
Conference and AGM – February 2014, Calgary, AB

2015 Family Farm 2.0 – Preparing for 2050
Conference and AGM – February 27 - March 2, 2015, Ottawa, ON

@cyff_cyifarm

www.cyff.ca

16

Canadian Young Farmers Forum

@CYFF

2016 #farmtogether – Agriculture United
Conference and AGM – February 26-29, 2016, Vancouver, BC

2017 Growing Canada for 150 Years #canag150
Conference and AGM – February 24-26, 2017, Ottawa, ON

@cyff_cyifarm

www.cyff.ca
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2018 Our Story #CYiFarm
Conference and AGM – February 23-25, 2018, Saskatoon, SK

@cyff_cyifarm

www.cyff.ca
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2019 Raising the Standard – Your Voice
Conference and AGM – April 5-7, 2019, Toronto, ON

@cyff_cyifarm

www.cyff.ca
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2020 Raising the Standard – Your Voice
Conference and AGM – March 6-8, 2020, Charlottetown, P.E.I.

@cyff_cyifarm

www.cyff.ca
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Your
CYFF Team

Justin Williams
Chair

Nichole van Dyk
Newfoundland &
Labrador / Nova Scotia
Regional Representative

254 Country Road 32
Picton, ON
K0K 2T0

759 West Caledonia
Road,
Caledonia Queens
County, NS B0T 1B0

Email:
Justin.n.o.williams@
gmail.com

CYFF’s 2021/22
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Email:
nicholevd@icloud.com

Paul Glenn
Past Chair

Julie
Bissonnette
vice chair

467 Deyell Rd.
Otonabee, ON
K9J 6X7

Mike Henderson
Alberta / British Columbia
/ Yukon Regional
Representative

Ontario / Quebec
Regional
Representative

Email:
paul@glenislefarms.com

180-986 Range Rd
Whitehorse, YT Y1A 4V1

798 4e rang
L’Avenir, QC J0C 1B0

Email:
shadypinesfarms
@gmail.com

Email:
jbissonnette@upa.qc.ca

Carolyn Wilson

JACKIE DUDGEON

RUSSELL REITSEMA

New Brunswick / Prince
Edward Island
Regional Representative

Manitoba /
Saskatchewan /
Northwest Territories
Regional Representative

Member at Large

PO Box 784,
MacGregor, MB
R0H 0R0

Email:
russellreitsema
@gmail.com

507 Chemin Pellerin
Ste-Marie-de-kent, NB
E4S 1T3
Email:
boucherbrooksidebutcher
@gmail.com

@CYFF
@cyff_cyifarm
Canadian Young
Farmers Forum

Email:
jackie.dudgeon10
@gmail.com

CYFF OFFICE

Guenette Bautz, General Manager
Canadian Young Farmers’ Forum
Box 24, Middle Lake, Saskatchewan S0K 2X0
Toll Free: 1-888-416-2965
Phone: 1-306-367-4628
Facsimile: 1-306-367-2403 Email: info@cyff.ca

Guenette
Bautz
general
manager

@cyff_cyifarm

32321 Township Line Rd.
Abbotsford, BC V4X 1W5

www.cyff.ca

Karen Kolkman

Communications, Translation
and Special Projects

Email: cyffcommunications@sasktel.net
Andrea Baker GM Assistant
Email: cyffagm@sasktel.net

Andrea
Baker

Karen
Kolkman

Jess
Campbell

GM assistant

COMMUNICATIONS
TRANSLATION AND
SPECIAL PROJECTS

CONTRACTED
WRITER
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